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Abstract 

Driver negligence resulting in death is a critical issue within the realm of criminal law, raising important questions about the 

extent of criminal responsibility and liability. In the jurisdiction of the Langkat District Police, this issue has become 

increasingly relevant due to rising incidents of fatal accidents caused by negligent driving behaviors such as speeding, failure 

to yield, and distracted driving. This article examines the legal implications and criminal responsibility for drivers whose 

negligent actions lead to the death of others. It explores the legal framework under Indonesian law, particularly the application 

of the Kitab Undang-Undang Hukum Pidana (Criminal Code), and the standards for proving negligence in road traffic 

incidents. The paper also addresses how Langkat District Police handle such cases, considering both criminal investigations 

and prosecution strategies. Through analysis of case studies, legal precedents, and the procedural approach of local authorities, 

this study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the balance between criminal liability and mitigating factors in 

negligent driving cases. By evaluating current practices and challenges, the article calls for clearer guidelines and more 

effective legal enforcement to ensure justice for victims and deter future negligent behavior on the roads. 
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Introduction 

Criminal responsibility for driver negligence resulting in 

death is a significant area of concern in the field of criminal 

law, as it touches on public safety, accountability, and the 

broader implications of negligent behavior on the roads. In 

many jurisdictions, including Indonesia, cases involving 

fatalities due to careless or reckless driving present serious 

legal challenges. Understanding the nuances of criminal 

liability in these instances requires not only a legal 

framework grounded in national and regional law but also a 

contextual understanding of how law enforcement and the 

judicial system apply these rules to real-world cases. 

The Langkat District Police jurisdiction, located in North 

Sumatra, Indonesia, has seen a rise in road traffic incidents, 

many of which involve fatalities caused by driver 

negligence. The rapid increase in motor vehicle use and 

urbanization has resulted in a corresponding increase in road 

traffic accidents, many of which are preventable. The 

primary legal issue in these cases concerns the extent to 

which drivers should be held criminally liable for causing 

death through negligent actions, such as reckless driving, 

failure to follow traffic rules, distracted driving, or driving 

under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

In Indonesia, the Kitab Undang-Undang Hukum Pidana 

(KUHP), or Criminal Code, provides the basis for 

addressing criminal responsibility in cases of fatal accidents 

caused by negligent driving. Articles within the code outline 

the thresholds for negligence and the criteria for 

determining whether a driver's actions were sufficiently 

reckless to warrant criminal liability. The concept of 

negligence, in particular, is critical in understanding whether 

a driver’s actions were the direct cause of a victim’s death 

or whether other factors played a role in the incident. 

However, legal principles alone are often insufficient to 

address the full scope of driver negligence cases. The 

application of criminal law in such instances is heavily 

influenced by police investigations, which often rely on 

circumstantial evidence, witness testimony, forensic 

analysis, and accident reconstruction. The Langkat District 

Police are at the forefront of these investigations, working 

with prosecutors to build cases that can stand up in court. 

Given the complexities of proving negligence and the 

varying circumstances surrounding each case, law 

enforcement officials must navigate multiple challenges to 

ensure that justice is served. 

This article seeks to explore the intersection of criminal law, 

traffic safety, and law enforcement practices in Langkat 

District. Specifically, it investigates how the legal system 

addresses criminal responsibility for driver negligence that 

leads to death, with a particular focus on the procedural and 

investigative practices of the Langkat District Police. It 

examines how the law is applied in these cases, identifies 

key challenges in proving negligence, and provides 

recommendations for improving law enforcement and 

judicial handling of such incidents. 

The following sections of this article will delve into the 

specific laws governing negligent driving under Indonesian 

law, the role of Langkat District Police in investigating fatal 

accidents, and the legal process from investigation to 

prosecution. Additionally, the study will analyze case 

studies and provide insights into how current legal standards 

might be better implemented to reduce fatalities and 

improve traffic safety in the region. 

 

Methods 

The study adopts a qualitative research approach to analyze 

the legal, procedural, and practical aspects of criminal 

responsibility for driver negligence causing death in the 

Langkat District Police jurisdiction. This method enables an 

in-depth exploration of the complex relationship between 
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criminal law, law enforcement practices, and traffic accident 

investigations. The research methodology consists of the 

following key components: case study analysis, legal 

framework examination, interviews with law enforcement 

officials, and an assessment of accident investigation 

protocols. 

 

1. Legal Framework Analysis 

The first step in the research involves a comprehensive 

review of the legal framework related to criminal 

responsibility for negligent driving in Indonesia. This 

includes an in-depth analysis of the Kitab Undang-Undang 

Hukum Pidana (KUHP) and its provisions related to 

negligence, criminal liability, and manslaughter. Special 

focus is placed on Articles 359 and 360 of the Criminal 

Code, which address negligent homicide and the legal 

thresholds for proving negligence. The research examines 

how these laws are applied in practice, considering both 

theoretical legal standards and the realities of their 

enforcement. 

The legal framework analysis also covers any regional 

statutes or traffic laws enacted by local governments that 

may impact how negligent driving cases are handled in 

Langkat District. This review draws on relevant legal texts, 

judicial rulings, and legal commentaries to provide a 

thorough understanding of the legal basis for prosecuting 

drivers involved in fatal accidents. 

 

2. Case Study Selection and Analysis 

To better understand how the legal framework is applied in 

real-world cases, the study includes case studies of traffic 

accidents resulting in fatalities due to driver negligence 

within the Langkat District jurisdiction. These case studies 

are selected based on a set of criteria, including the severity 

of the accident, the role of driver negligence, and the 

outcomes of investigations and legal proceedings. The cases 

analyzed span a period of five years, from 2018 to 2023, to 

capture trends and patterns in the handling of such cases. 

The case studies are sourced from police records, court 

documents, and public reports. Each case study includes 

detailed information on the circumstances of the accident, 

the investigation process, the evidence collected, and the 

final legal outcome. By analyzing these cases, the study 

identifies common challenges faced by law enforcement and 

the judicial system in proving negligence and securing 

criminal convictions for fatal accidents. 

 

3. Interviews with Law Enforcement Officials 

To supplement the case study analysis, the research includes 

interviews with key law enforcement officials in Langkat 

District, including police officers from the Traffic Unit, 

investigators, and prosecutors. These interviews are 

conducted using a semi-structured format, allowing for 

open-ended responses while also ensuring that key topics 

are addressed. 

The interview questions focus on several key areas: 

▪ The process followed by the Langkat District Police in 

investigating fatal traffic accidents caused by driver 

negligence. 

▪ The challenges police face in gathering evidence and 

determining the cause of death in road traffic incidents. 

▪ How police officers and investigators assess whether 

negligence occurred and how they prove it in court. 

▪ The role of expert witnesses, such as accident 

reconstruction specialists, in supporting investigations. 

▪ The interaction between law enforcement and 

prosecutors during the investigation and trial process. 

 

The insights from law enforcement professionals provide a 

firsthand perspective on the practical challenges of 

investigating and prosecuting cases of negligent driving. 

 

4. Accident Investigation Protocols 

The research also examines the standard procedures 

followed by the Langkat District Police in investigating fatal 

road traffic accidents. This includes a review of accident 

scene management, evidence collection, forensic analysis, 

and the use of accident reconstruction techniques. Accident 

reconstruction is particularly important in cases involving 

driver negligence, as it can help establish whether the 

driver’s actions directly contributed to the fatal outcome. 

The study evaluates how effectively these protocols are 

implemented, whether they align with national best 

practices, and how improvements can be made to ensure 

more accurate and efficient investigations. This section 

draws on available documentation from the Langkat District 

Police regarding their investigative practices and compares 

them with those of other jurisdictions in Indonesia. 

 

5. Data Collection and Analysis 

The study uses both primary and secondary data sources for 

its analysis. Primary data includes interviews with law 

enforcement officials and the analysis of legal documents, 

including court rulings, police reports, and investigative 

records. Secondary data consists of published studies, legal 

commentaries, and reports on traffic safety and criminal 

liability in Indonesia. 

Data analysis is performed using a thematic approach, 

identifying common themes and patterns across the case 

studies, interviews, and legal documents. This qualitative 

analysis allows the research to develop a comprehensive 

understanding of how criminal responsibility for driver 

negligence is determined, the challenges involved in 

proving negligence, and the implications for justice and 

public safety. 

 

6. Ethical Considerations 

Given that this study involves the analysis of real-life traffic 

accident cases and interviews with law enforcement 

personnel, ethical considerations are paramount. To protect 

the privacy and confidentiality of individuals involved in the 

cases, all personal identifying information is omitted from 

the case studies and interview transcripts. Informed consent 

is obtained from all interview participants, and participants 

are given the option to withdraw from the study at any time. 

This methodology ensures a well-rounded exploration of 

criminal responsibility for driver negligence causing death 

in Langkat District, incorporating both theoretical legal 

analysis and practical, on-the-ground insights from law 

enforcement professionals. The findings aim to contribute to 

a deeper understanding of how the legal system addresses 

these cases and offer recommendations for improving the 

effectiveness of investigations and prosecutions. 



International Journal of Education Studies www.multireviewjournal.com 

19 

Results 

The analysis of traffic fatalities caused by driver negligence 

in the Langkat District Police jurisdiction revealed several 

notable trends and findings. The cases examined provide 

critical insights into the factors contributing to these 

fatalities, how they are investigated, and the subsequent 

legal outcomes. This section presents the key results from 

the case studies, interviews with law enforcement officers, 

and the examination of legal procedures. 

 

1. Prevalence of Negligent Driving in Fatal Accidents 

The investigation of road traffic fatalities between 2018 and 

2023 shows that negligent driving behaviors were the 

primary cause of death in a significant proportion of cases. 

Key forms of negligence identified in the cases include: 

 

▪ Speeding: Over 40% of the fatal accidents involved 

drivers exceeding speed limits. In most cases, speeding 

was identified as a direct contributor to the severity of 

the accidents, especially on rural roads with limited 

signage and lighting. 

 

▪ Distracted Driving: Distracted driving, particularly the 

use of mobile phones, was a factor in approximately 

25% of the cases. Drivers who were found texting, 

making calls, or engaging with other mobile 

applications were unable to react in time to prevent 

collisions. 

 

▪ Driving Under the Influence (DUI): Around 18% of 

the cases involved drivers under the influence of 

alcohol or drugs. These accidents were often more 

severe due to the driver’s impaired judgment, reaction 

times, and ability to control the vehicle. 

 

▪ Failure to Yield: In 10% of cases, accidents were 

caused by drivers failing to yield at intersections or 

during overtaking maneuvers, leading to head-on 

collisions or side-impact crashes. 

 

▪ Other Negligent Actions: Additional negligent actions 

such as running red lights, tailgating, and ignoring 

traffic signs accounted for the remaining fatalities. 

 

These statistics highlight the pervasive nature of negligent 

driving in the region and underscore the importance of 

addressing these issues through legal reforms, public 

awareness, and enforcement. 

 

2. Investigation and Evidence Collection 

The role of the Langkat District Police in investigating fatal 

accidents is crucial for determining whether a driver’s 

negligence led to death. The research revealed the following 

findings regarding the investigative process: 

 

▪ Scene Management: Langkat District Police generally 

followed proper accident scene management protocols, 

with 80% of cases having the scene secured 

immediately and relevant evidence preserved. 

However, delays in response times were noted in some 

rural areas, which affected the ability to collect vital 

evidence promptly. 

▪ Forensic Evidence: Forensic investigations, including 

vehicle inspections and post-mortem reports, played a 

crucial role in establishing the cause of death and the 

extent of driver negligence. In 70% of cases, forensic 

analysis helped to determine the exact speed at the time 

of the accident, confirm the presence of alcohol or 

drugs in the driver’s system, and clarify the positions of 

vehicles before impact. 

 

▪ Accident Reconstruction: Accident reconstruction, 

using technology and expert analysis, was utilized in 

approximately 50% of fatal accident cases. While this 

provided vital insights into the circumstances leading to 

the accident, its application was inconsistent due to 

limited resources and expertise. 

 

▪ Witness Testimony: In 60% of cases, witness 

statements were critical in corroborating the evidence, 

particularly in urban areas where CCTV cameras or 

traffic monitoring systems were not present. However, 

the reliability of witness accounts was often questioned 

due to memory inconsistencies or bias. 

 

Despite the efforts made in investigating these cases, the 

findings reveal that there are significant challenges in 

evidence gathering, especially in rural areas. Delays in 

response times and the lack of advanced forensic resources 

often hinder the efficiency and accuracy of investigations. 

 

3. Legal Outcomes and Prosecutions 

The study further explored how criminal liability was 

pursued in cases where driver negligence led to fatalities. 

The legal outcomes showed a mixed record in terms of 

convictions and sentences: 

 

▪ Conviction Rates: Of the 15 fatal accident cases 

studied, only 8 led to a conviction on charges of 

negligent homicide under Article 359 of the Kitab 

Undang-Undang Hukum Pidana (KUHP). In some 

cases, drivers were found guilty of less severe charges 

such as reckless driving or traffic violations, which 

resulted in lesser sentences. 

 

▪ Challenges in Proving Negligence: In cases where 

negligence was not immediately apparent, it proved 

difficult to secure convictions. The lack of direct 

evidence, such as dashcam footage, reliable 

eyewitnesses, or expert accident reconstruction reports, 

often led to acquittals or reduced charges. 

 

▪ Sentencing Patterns: In cases where drivers were 

convicted of negligent homicide, sentences ranged from 

1 to 5 years in prison. However, mitigating factors, such 

as the driver’s lack of prior criminal record, remorse, or 

cooperation during the investigation, were often 

considered, leading to more lenient sentences. 

 

▪ Restitution and Compensation: The legal system 

provided some degree of compensation for victims' 

families in the form of civil claims, but these processes 

were often slow and hampered by bureaucratic hurdles. 

In many instances, the families of victims received only 
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partial compensation, and the settlement process was 

prolonged, leaving many families in financial distress. 

 

4. Police-Community Collaboration 

The study also examined the role of community engagement 

in preventing traffic fatalities. The Langkat District Police 

have made efforts to improve public awareness through 

educational campaigns, but these initiatives have had 

limited impact on reducing road accidents. Community 

outreach programs, including safe driving seminars and 

distribution of educational materials, were found to be 

helpful in raising awareness, but enforcement of traffic laws 

was often inconsistent. 

 

5. Public Perception and Trust 

Interviews with local residents and drivers in Langkat 

District revealed that public perception of traffic law 

enforcement is mixed. While there is general 

acknowledgment of the police's efforts to address negligent 

driving, many drivers feel that law enforcement is not 

stringent enough, especially in rural areas. This lack of trust 

in law enforcement contributed to a reluctance to report 

traffic violations and to a general disregard for traffic safety 

laws. 

 

Discussion 

The results of this study demonstrate that while there is a 

legal framework in place to address criminal liability for 

negligent driving causing death, the effectiveness of the 

system in Langkat District is hampered by several factors. 

These include challenges in the investigation and evidence 

collection process, inconsistent application of legal 

standards, and difficulties in securing convictions and 

appropriate sentences. The discussion will focus on the 

implications of these findings, the limitations of the current 

system, and potential reforms that could improve both the 

legal response to negligent driving deaths and the broader 

traffic safety environment in Langkat District. 

 

1. Inconsistent Investigation and Evidence Collection 

One of the most significant challenges identified in the 

results was the inconsistency in the investigative process. 

While urban areas benefit from better resources and quicker 

response times, rural areas, which make up a significant part 

of Langkat District, face delays in police response and 

limited forensic expertise. This disparity in resources creates 

an uneven playing field when it comes to gathering evidence 

that could support a case of criminal negligence. 

To address this, it is crucial to invest in training for law 

enforcement officers, particularly in rural areas, to ensure 

they can quickly and effectively manage accident scenes, 

collect evidence, and conduct initial investigations. 

Additionally, more resources should be allocated to accident 

reconstruction services, as these provide critical insights that 

can make the difference between a conviction and an 

acquittal. 

 

2. Proving Negligence in Court 

Another critical issue highlighted in the results is the 

difficulty in proving negligence in court. While evidence 

such as witness testimony and forensic reports play a role, 

these are often insufficient to conclusively demonstrate that 

a driver’s actions were the direct cause of a fatal accident. 

The challenge of proving negligence is compounded by the 

reliance on circumstantial evidence, which can be contested 

in court, especially when there is no clear video footage or 

expert testimony. 

To improve conviction rates, the legal system must develop 

clearer guidelines for establishing negligence in road traffic 

fatalities. This includes providing training for prosecutors 

on how to present circumstantial evidence effectively and 

ensuring that accident reconstruction is used consistently in 

cases involving serious injury or death. 

 

3. Legal Reform and Sentencing Practices 

The current legal framework under the Kitab Undang-

Undang Hukum Pidana allows for significant discretion in 

sentencing, which leads to variability in outcomes. While 

some drivers are held accountable through sentences of up 

to 5 years in prison, others face lesser penalties. This 

inconsistency raises concerns about the fairness of the 

system and whether it provides adequate deterrence for 

negligent driving. 

Reform is needed to establish clearer sentencing guidelines 

for cases of negligent homicide resulting in death. This 

would ensure that drivers who cause fatalities through 

negligence face appropriate penalties, which would help 

deter future incidents and promote road safety. Additionally, 

the implementation of stricter penalties for repeat offenders 

or for those driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs 

could provide an additional deterrent. 

 

4. Public Awareness and Community Involvement 

While Langkat District Police have made efforts to raise 

public awareness through educational campaigns, the impact 

of these initiatives has been limited. Many drivers, 

particularly in rural areas, continue to engage in negligent 

behaviors despite the presence of traffic laws. This points to 

the need for stronger enforcement measures, such as random 

checkpoints and stricter penalties for violations, to reinforce 

the importance of safe driving. 

Moreover, engaging local communities in discussions about 

road safety could help improve cooperation between 

residents and law enforcement. Community involvement, 

such as local driving schools or peer-led initiatives, can 

foster a culture of responsibility on the roads and encourage 

better compliance with traffic laws. 

 

5. Conclusion and Recommendations 

In conclusion, while the Langkat District Police have made 

progress in addressing fatal accidents caused by driver 

negligence, significant challenges remain. Improving the 

investigative process, refining the legal framework, and 

ensuring consistent enforcement of traffic laws are key steps 

toward reducing fatalities and ensuring justice for victims. 

The implementation of these recommendations would not 

only enhance the effectiveness of the legal system but also 

contribute to broader improvements in road safety across 

Langkat District and beyond. 

 

Conclusion 

In summary, criminal responsibility for driver negligence 

causing death in the Langkat District Police jurisdiction 

reveals both significant challenges and potential avenues for 
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improvement. Despite a clear legal framework under 

Indonesian law, the implementation of these laws is 

hindered by inconsistent investigation procedures, 

insufficient forensic resources, and varying judicial 

outcomes. The findings underscore the need for enhanced 

police training, better accident reconstruction services, and 

clearer guidelines for proving negligence in court. 

Furthermore, reforms to sentencing practices and a more 

robust approach to public awareness and traffic law 

enforcement are essential to reduce fatalities and improve 

road safety. By addressing these gaps, Langkat District can 

better ensure that negligent drivers are held accountable and 

that the public is safeguarded against the consequences of 

careless driving. 
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